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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 29.6130 

GRADES 

§ 29.6126 Binder (B Group). 
Tobacco of this group is of cigar-binder quality from which trash and trashy 

Farm Fillers have been removed. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

B1 .................................................... Fine Quality Binder. Thin, ripe, open, elastic, strong, spready, and 19 inches or over in 
length. Uniformity, 90 percent; injury tolerance, 10 percent. 

B2 .................................................... Fair Quality Binder. Medium body, ripe, open, semielastic, strong, normal width, and 19 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 20 percent. 

B3 .................................................... Low Quality Binder. Medium, ripe, firm, semielastic, normal strength and width, and 17 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance, 30 percent. 

§ 29.6127 Stripper (C Group). 
This group consists of tobacco from which the trash and trashy Farm Fillers 

have been removed but does not meet the specifications of the Binder group. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

C1 .................................................... Fine Quality Stripper. Heavy, ripe, firm, semielastic, normal strength and width, and 16 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 90 percent; injury tolerance, 10 percent. 

C2 .................................................... Fair Quality Stripper. Heavy, mature, close, inelastic, normal strength, narrow, and 16 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 80 percent. Tolerances: 5 percent crude, 5 percent 
frozen, and 20 percent injury. 

C3 .................................................... Low Quality Stripper. Heavy, immature, close, inelastic, weak, and narrow. Uniformity, 70 
percent. Tolerances: 10 percent crude, 10 percent frozen, and 30 percent injury. 

§ 29.6128 Straight Stripped (X Group). 
This group consists of unsorted tobacco from which the trash has been removed. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

X1 .................................................... Fine Quality Straight Stripped. Heavy, ripe, firm, semielastic, normal strength and width, 
and 16 inches or over in length. Uniformity, 85 percent; injury tolerance, 15 percent. 

X2 .................................................... Fair Quality Straight Stripped. Heavy mature, close, inelastic, normal strength, narrow, and 
16 inches or over in length. Uniformity, 75 percent. Tolerances: 5 percent crude, 5 per-
cent frozen, and 25 percent injury. 

X3 .................................................... Low Quality Straight Stripped. Heavy, immature, close, inelastic, weak, and narrow. Uni-
formity, 60 percent. Tolerances: 10 percent crude, 10 percent frozen, and 40 percent in-
jury. 

§ 29.6129 Farm Filler (Y Group). 
This group consists of tobacco from the lower portion of the stalk and may in-

clude throw out leaves from the Binder and Stripper groups. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

Y1 .................................................... Fine Quality Farm Filler. Thin, ripe, open, semielastic, normal strength and width, and 12 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 85 percent; injury tolerance, 15 percent. 

Y2 .................................................... Fair Quality Farm Filler. Thin, ripe, firm, inelastic, normal strength, and narrow. Uniformity, 
75 percent. Tolerances: 5 percent crude, 5 percent frozen, and 25 percent injury. 

Y3 .................................................... Low Quality Farm Filler. Thin, mature, close, inelastic, weak, and narrow. Uniformity, 60 
percent. Tolerances: 10 percent crude, 10 percent frozen, and 40 percent injury. 

§ 29.6130 Nondescript (N Group). 
Tobacco which does not meet the minimum specifications or exceeds the toler-

ance of the lowest grade of any other group. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

N1 .................................................... First Quality Nondescript. Tolerances: 20 percent crude, 20 percent frozen, and 60 percent 
injury. 

N2 .................................................... Second Quality Nondescript. Over 20 percent crude, over 20 percent frozen, or over 60 
percent injury. 
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